
July 2016 Local Town Pages  www.ashlandtownnews.com Page 15

63 Main Street, Hopkinton 
508.435.3880 ~ Next to Colella’s Market 

Mon-Fri: 7am – 7pm      Sat: 7am - 5pm

ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANING
An odorless, non-toxic, 
biodegradable process 

If you care about your clothes and the environment

come to Hiller's – a true dry cleaners. 

Cleaners
’

• Dry Cleaning
• Wet Cleaning

• Tailoring & Alterations

• Shirt Laundry 
• Over 30 years experience

• All work done on premises

www.HillersCleaners.com 

Quality & Service Always Come First

H a p p y  H o l i d a y s  
from

63 Main Street, Hopkinton
(Next to CVS)

508.435.3880 • www.hillerscleaners.com 

We regret to inform the people of Ashland that 
unfortunately we will not be opening a store in town. 

Coupons received for the Ashland location will be honored 
at our Hopkinton location just 3 miles away.

Please visit us there!

ASHLAND HANDYMAN
TILE
 DECKS
  SIDING
   MARBLE
    GUTTERS
     PAINTING
      KITCHENS
       BATHROOMS
        REMODELING
         POWER WASHING

MA  HIC.#169427

Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable Rates

Call Mauricio

508-202-8602

Spotlight on Student Writer Neha Shabeer
By Cynthia Whitty

This year Ashland Local Town 
Pages had the privilege of  work-
ing with two talented student 
writers: Freshman Neha Sha-
beer and Sophomore Olivia 
White. Each month, through 
their thoughtful reporting, the 
students provided the Ashland 
community with a unique view 
into their world at Ashland High 
School.

This interview introduces 
readers to Shabeer, who wrote 
seven articles, beginning with the 
December issue and continuing 
through June. Her topics, which 
she chose each month, ranged 
from the welcoming of  French 
exchange students to partici-
pating in Junior Statesmen of  
America to exploring the heavy 
workload seniors face. Shabeer 
writes with passion and deep 
personal and factual insight. To 
read her articles, visit archived 
issues on the Local Town Pages 
website, www.ashlandtownnews.
com.

What inspires you to write 
each month? Why do you like 
to write? What do you like 
least about writing?

Personally, I believe writing is 
about passion and getting your 
voice heard. There is some-
thing beautiful about getting 
the thoughts swirling around in 
your head down on paper and 
making a difference or influenc-
ing others that read it. Writing 
is a forum where I can get my 
opinion heard without feeling 
like I am just screaming into the 
void. It’s a drug, like perform-
ing—seeing your work in print 
is the best feeling in the world. 
The only thing I don’t like about 
writing is getting a block. Pen-
ning an article or story has to 
have a flow or emotion behind 
it and, at times, you can’t find 
it. It can often be frustrating to 
have an idea in your brain or 
sometimes lack of  it, which leads 
you to feel powerless looking at 
the blank page in front of  you. 
Although, there is always a hur-
ricane before a rainbow. Once 
you reach an epiphany and 
the words start flowing, writing 
captures its magical touch once 
again.

How do you decide on your 
topics?

I look back on my calendar 

and think about the significant 
events that have happened in my 
life in the past month. It is no 
grandiose process; I pick what-
ever I feel has the most impact 
or I can tie to a bigger picture 
element. Then I brainstorm in 
my head for a little bit and once 
I feel confident about the di-
rection I’m taking, I spread my 
fingers over the keyboard and 
begin typing!

What is your process for writ-
ing an article? How do you 
approach the topic? Do you 
keep a list of topics you’d like 
to write about, for example? 
Do you read about the subject 
before writing?

I don’t believe in a specific 
process for writing an article. It 
varies depending on the topic, 
whether it is a personal account 
or an event, opinion piece, or 
simply an interview. Writing 
is an art and the way an artist 
strokes their brush on the canvas 
always changes. I am the same 
way. I get some points down 
on my subject and decide how 
I want to conclude the article, 
but after that, I let it take its own 
direction. That is one of  my fa-
vorite things about writing; it is 
very free and liberating.

Tell us about yourself: what 
are your personal interests, 
what do you want to do when 
you graduate? How will this 
writing experience help you?

The only way I can seem to 
describe myself  is as the most 
rebellious good girl you will ever 
know. I sound like some sort of  
cliché or a ‘90s boy band song, 
but hear me out. I have always 
been a very independent person, 
which is very hard when you 
have just turned 14 years old. I 
love the confidence from being 
in control, which is why I love 
writing and dancing. I like to 
push the boundaries on what “a 

kid can do” because I believe the 
future is now. Kids can make just 
as much as an impact as adults. 
That is why involvement is my 
most important mantra. I am in-
volved in many school clubs and 
activities and enjoy taking active 
leadership roles.

For example, I am currently 
the president of  the STAND 
club, which is a positive social 
norms campaign to encourage 
kids to make healthy choices in 
Ashland. Being part of  these 
clubs, I get the privilege of  
going to conferences, which I 
have written about in my ar-
ticles, but I also love travelling to 
experience cultures. I have been 
curious since the moment I left 

the womb and embrace authen-
ticity, differences, passion and 
uniqueness between individuals. 
Diversity and different people’s 
infatuations are what truly in-
spire me. 

This drive makes me imag-
ine my future in New York City 

once I graduate from Ashland 
High School. There, I would 
like to study to be a surgeon. I 
love the sciences, caring for oth-
ers and hearing their stories so 
I believe it will be the perfect 
profession for me. I also want to 
continue the tradition and be a 
third-generation doctor! 

All in all, I believe this writ-
ing experience helps me by al-
lowing me to have an outlet and 
not feel like a kid whose opin-
ions don’t matter. So thank you 
for this opportunity and thank 
you to the readers who read my 
rants and babble. My absolute 
favorite moments are when I 
get stopped in the supermarket 
or some other obscure place 
and hear compliments about 
my writing from people I don’t 
know. It still blows my mind that 
the inner most workings of  my 
mind are shared with you all, 
but maybe this vulnerability is 
the most valuable part of  it all. 
I hope my writing rings raw and 
true like my personality and fu-
ture ahead of  me.

Do you want to add anything?
Multiply the size of  an el-

ephant by three-hundred-thirty-
nine and a half  and that will be 
how thankful I am to the won-
derful editor of  this newspaper, 
Ms. Cynthia Whitty. Thank you 
for taking me on, editing my 
work, responding to my ques-
tions and publishing my work! It 
means the world to me.

Ninth-grader Neha Shabeer shared her innermost thoughts and views 
on Ashland student life this year as a Local Town Pages student writer.


