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JOYCE
FREE  

Estimates

Licensed & 
Insured

joyceplumbingandheating.com

JOYCE

508-497-6344

Residential and Commercial
PLUMBING  • AIR CONDITIONING  •  HEATING

JOIN A COMPANY ON THE RISE 
Local Town Pages is one of the fastest growing

newspaper publications in New England with eight
newspapers, that reach over 75,000 homes and

businesses direct mailed each month.

Advertising Account Manager
In The Norwood Area

We Offer Salary plus commission,  
Established Territory with House Accounts,  

401K and Health Insurance 
Please email your resume to  

Lori Koller at lorikoller@localtownpages.com

New England Steak & Seafood Restaurant

St. Patrick’s Day is March 17
Traditional Corned Beef & Cabbage Served

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
www.nesteakandseafood.com

No Harmful Drugs • No Prepackaged Foods
All Natural • No Exercise

Clinically Supervised Weight Loss

Go to MASSFATLOSS.COM to book a 
free consultation today!

MASS FAT LOSS

Lose it at 

60-70% LESS
than our competitors!

508-881-1002
274 Union Street, Ashland, MA

 Be Lucky…Lose 20 to 40 lbs  
in 40 Days or less!

Ashland Students Join Youth in  
Philanthropy Junior Board
The Junior Board aims to shape the next 
generation of philanthropists and leaders 
in the MetroWest Community

The Foundation for MetroW-
est’s Youth in Philanthropy (YIP) 
program, which provides middle 
and high school students with 
educational and philanthropic 
opportunities, announced that 
Griffin Palefsky, a senior at Ad-
vanced Math and Science Acad-
emy and Neha Shabeer, a junior 

at Ashland High School, have 
joined the organization’s newly 
created Junior Board.

Designed for graduates of  
YIP, the Junior Board serves to 
fulfill YIP’s vision of  creating 
the MetroWest community’s 
next generation of  philanthro-
pists and leaders, and involves this group in various aspects 

of  decision-making related to 
the program, such as building 
awareness and recruiting stu-
dents to the program.

Through the YIP program, 
MetroWest students research 
local organizations and award 
$10,000 in grants. No fees or tu-
ition are required to participate. 
Over the past two decades, YIP 
has educated more than 1,250 
teens who have granted more 
than $1 million to youth devel-
opment organizations in the 
MetroWest area.

Griffin is currently serving on 
the fundraising committee of  the 
YIP Junior Board. Aside from 
his responsibilities through YIP, 
he is a member of  his school’s 
3-season track team, serves on 
student council and participates 
in the drama club. His family’s 
commitment to philanthropy 
and desire to help those who are 
less fortunate led to his decision 
to join the Junior Board.

“Several of  my family mem-
bers have been involved in phi-
lanthropy and I always thought 
it would be nice to carry on 
the family legacy,” said Griffin. 

“The feeling that you get when 
you know you have helped 
someone in need is so reward-
ing. Participating in YIP is hard 
work but helping the less fortu-
nate makes it all worth while.”

Neha is currently serving as 
chair of  the YIP Junior Board 
marketing committee. Aside 
from her responsibilities through 
YIP, she is President and co-
founder of  Breaking the Bar-
riers, a community leadership 
club at Ashland High School, 
a member of  Student Council 
and a monthly columnist for 
Ashland Local Town Pages. She 
credits her YIP experience for 
her decision to join the Junior 
Board, which she saw as an op-
portunity to continue engaging 
with, and giving back to, her 
community.

“I’m interested in philan-
thropy because of  the profound 
and life changing effects it has 
on others’ lives. It is really easy 
to forget about your privilege 
when you’re not seeing poverty 
and hardship in your environ-
ment every day,” said Neha. 
“The MetroWest community 

has many hidden needs that are 
often overlooked and tucked 
away. While there is a lot to 
tackle, I’m thankful to be part 
of  a group that is so dedicated 
to making lasting change in our 
community!”

“We’ve always been so in-
vested in preparing this next 
generation of  philanthropists, 
and yet we didn’t have a plat-
form for them to assist us in 
doing that,” said Renee Quinn, 
Senior Philanthropy Officer at 
the Foundation for MetroWest 
and overseer of  the YIP Junior 
Board. “So, we started to think 
about how we would do that- 
what was the best way?  With 
this new initiative, they’re now 
an integral part of  our organi-
zation.” 

The YIP Junior Board is 
aiming to meet a fundraising 
goal of  $10,000 by the end of  
next June. To learn more about 
how student groups involved in 
YIP programs across the region 
have made positive impacts on 
the MetroWest community, 
visit www.yipmetrowest.org.

About Youth in Philanthropy 
Since 1997, the Foundation for Me-
troWest’s Youth in Philanthropy pro-
gram has been inspiring youth to give 
back and to truly become invested in 
the MetroWest community. Key to the 
future success of  our region, we are 
proud to offer one of  the largest youth 
philanthropy education programs in 
the country that has educated more 
than 1,250 teens who have granted 
$1.1 M to over 140 youth develop-
ment organizations in our backyard.


